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Redpoint is a small, independent company run by husband 
and wife partnership Nina and Greg. Because it is their own 
company, Redpoint offer the attention to detail and personal 
service that is often lacking in larger ski companies. 

Established in 1995, Redpoint has nurtured a select group of 
skilled instructors who genuinely love what they do. This means 
that the instruction is always high quality in English speaking 
groups with a maximum size limit of eight. 

Greg and Nina are very hands on in resort and muck in to do 
anything that needs doing: from driving the airport mini bus 
to sorting out any special requirements. This way they can 
keep an eye on things to make sure their guests are getting a 
great holiday - one of the reasons why they have such a high 
rebooking rate of around 70%.

Because Redpoint specialise in the Ziller Valley, one of the 
largest ski areas in Austria, they are experts in the region with a 
local knowledge second to none.

In addition to regular skiing and guiding, Redpoint run special 
targeted ski weeks, including:

	 Women only ski weeks.

	 Adaptive skiing so that the disabled can ski with friends
	 and family, not as part of  a separate group.

	 Solo ski weeks.

	 Family ski weeks, including family learn to ski.

	 Learn to ski weeks and short breaks.

	 Return to ski holidays for those who need
	 a confidence boost.

	 Ski challenge weeks
	 - skiing all the runs in the valley in just six days!

What makes Redpoint different?

www.metrosnow.co.uk

“See you at the bottom and no 
slacking!” Greg grins. and we’re off, 
pristine snow sparkles in the sun, and 
there’s a chill breeze in our faces – a 
perfect day in the austrian tirol. but 
there’s no time to admire the scenery 
because we’re on a marathon mission.  

our ambitious challenge is to ski all 
600km of the Zillertal Valley’s runs in six 
days, taking in its 12 (mainly unlinked) 
resorts – Kaltenbach, hochfügen, Zell  
am Ziller, mayrhofen, hintertux, eggalm, 
hainzenberg, Krimml, Königsleiten, 
ahorn, Gerlos and Spieljoch. based at the 
head of the valley at Fügen, the plan is to 
use a minibus to travel to two resorts 
each day, with the furthest journey being 
a 40-minute drive to hintertux.

mission impossible? We’d know at the 
end of the week. I’m part of a group of 
hardy souls who’ve signed up for the Ski 
Challenge, organised by tour operator 
and Zillertal Valley specialist Redpoint 
holidays. the attraction? Well, for most, 
it’s pushing themselves to the max and 
revelling in the pressure of reaching 
targets, while for others, it’s that you 
never ski the same run twice in the 
entire week. Personally, I like the fact 
that you don’t have to consult a piste 
map, you just follow.

We’re split into two ability groups (the 
minimum requirement is that you can 
competently ski red runs), with the more 
advanced group aiming to ski every 
piste, and the lower group attempting  
as many runs, on mainly blue and red 
terrain, as possible. Redpoint co-owner 
and baSI instructor Greg moffatt, and 
local guide Chris Surrey, lead the groups. 
they’ve meticulously planned our assault 
on the slopes, even down to handing us  
a daily checklist of pistes and lifts we  
will cover. they’re also there to ensure 
we don’t ease off the pace. 

I join up with the advanced group,  
and by mid morning on our first day  
we notch up a respectable mileage of 
blacks, reds and blues on the sweeping 
slopes of hochfügen. already our legs  
are complaining at the pace – would  

we stay the course? but Greg is totally 
relentless. “I’m breaking you in gently,”  
he laughs. “you’ll need to pick up the 
speed tomorrow.”

taking a breather on the chairlift, Greg 
explains the challenge – which has been 
run five times since 2006. “everyone 
staying with us buys a [Superski Zillertal] 
lift pass that gives them access to this 
huge area, but most only ski a tiny portion. 
We thought it would be great to cover the 
whole valley and explore each resort. It’s 
aimed at keen skiers who want a challenge 
and to be with like-minded people.” 

the second day dawns bright and  
sunny, but I’d found the previous day’s 
pace a little tough, so I join Chris’s group. 
even though we aren’t doing all the runs, 
we’ll still be pushing ourselves to the 
limit. Chris whisks us round the Zell am 
Ziller area at a cracking pace; we tackle a 
massive mogulled black before meeting 
the other group for a hasty lunch stop. 

midweek arrives, and we’ve found our 
ski legs, so are ready for mayrhofen’s 
more extreme terrain. While the others 
tackle harakiri (austria’s steepest piste), 

Chris, not wanting our group to feel left 
out, takes us to an alternative steep run. 

as we tick off the runs and clock up  
the kilometres, we settle into a routine.  
down to breakfast, minibus at 8am, on 
the slopes by 9am to catch first tracks.  
a packed lunch wolfed down in the bus  
as we race between resorts, back at 5pm, 
sauna, shower, dinner and early bed  
– après is confined to a glass of wine or  
a beer. It’s exhausting but exhilarating 
and although our legs and feet scream 
“enough” at the end of each day, we’re 
eager to get going again by morning. 

our final afternoon is spent at Spieljoch 
(Fügen’s local slopes). although the spring 
snow on the final piste of the challenge  
– a 7km valley run – makes us work hard, 
we’re elated as we reach the bottom. and 
the cheers from the advanced group, who 
have already finished and come to support 
us, are music to our ears. We toast the end 
of the challenge with a well-deserved, 
slopeside bottle of champagne.

at the after-challenge party, there are 
high-fives all round. Kit, who has been in 
the advanced team, confesses, “I thought 
it would be easier, but I’m way too 
stubborn to sit any runs out. I think I’d 
have had to be injured for that.” 

Fellow top group member Pete adds, 
“I love how everyone pulls together to 
help each other achieve their aims. It’s 
great to share in their enjoyment.”

of the 570km of slopes open, Greg 
calculates that his bunch has skied 
500km, Chris’s team 200km. the totals 
don’t matter in the end. my challenge 
was about pushing myself to the limit 
and beyond – tackling all 12 resorts,  
skiing varied and challenging slopes.  
and yes, I’d do it again. I’m determined  
to beat my tally next time.

 Details, Details
Redpoint’s (0845 680 1214; www.redpoint.co.uk)  
next Ski Challenge runs from 28 March to 4 April 
2009. The cost is £599 per person, which includes 
seven nights’ half-board accommodation at the 
four-star Hotel Waldfriede in Fügen based on 
two sharing, transfers and guiding. A six-day 
Zillertal Superski pass costs €186. 

Above from top: The 
cameraman’s last shot 
before his legs gave 
way; Sheila performs 
her snowplough schuss.
Below: A horse, a horse 
my kingdom for a horse

 The whole 
 656,000 yArdS
 In a moment of madness, our devoted piste-pootler signed up 
 for a monster of a challenge – ski all 600km of runs in Austria’s 
 Zillertal Valley in six days. But could she stick the pace?
 words Sheila Reid  Photography Greg Moffatt
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Glacier skiing in AustriaI’ve always been a keen skier, but the 

thought of dusting down my boots 
and heading to the Alps at the 
beginning of july had never crossed 
my mind. yet when I discovered that 
the Austrian Tyrol’s southernmost 
valley (which is home to the Hintertux 

Glacier) provides such good summer 
skiing that it’s a popular training 
destination for ski teams from all over 

the world, it wasn’t long before I was 
packing my bags with an unusual mix 

of thermals and shorts.After a scenic two-hour transfer from 

Munich, I arrived in Hintertux, a small 

village comprising a cluster of family-
run hotels, including the ominously 
named Bad Hotel. The recently 
refurbished, four-star Hohenhaus, 
seemed like a far safer bet and I 
spent the rest of the day relaxing by 
the hotel’s pool, which has panoramic 

views of the glacier I planned to be 
zipping down the next day.Glacier skiing isn’t for you if you  

like long lie-ins on your holidays. The 
secret to getting the most out of 
Hintertux’s 18km of pistes is to ski 

the south-facing runs first thing. 
These are only open until lunchtime 
and even by 11am the snow has 
begun to soften considerably in the 
sun. so my instructor Greg collected 
me at 8am to catch the first lifts. 
The village sits at 1,500m and it 

takes three cable cars and over 20 
minutes to reach Gefrorene Wand, at 

3,250m. As we stepped out at the 
summit, the biggest surprise was that 

there was actually very little ice to be 

seen. Except for at the edges of the 
glacier, most of the pistes are 
covered in several feet of snow all 
year – the glacier acts as a giant 
refrigerator preventing a thaw. It was 
incredible to think that the ice 

beneath my feet was 120m thick  
and, at its core, over 1,000 years old. 
 In fact, the only clues that this was 

midsummer and not the depths of 
winter were the lush green mountains 

and valleys surrounding us – it felt 
like I’d been dropped into a scene 
from The Sound of Music. Having spent some time trying out 

the southern slopes, I decided to 
brave the steeper north side of the 
glacier. The ice there is hard-packed 
for most of the morning and much 
more challenging. I decided to tuck  
in behind one of the ski racers as he 
carved his way down the slope under 

the watchful eye of his trainer. I 
thought that I had done pretty well to 

keep up as we stopped at the lift – 
only to discover that he was a she, 
that she was only 15, and that she 
skied for that top winter sports nation, 

Greece. I clearly need more practice.
By midday the professional teams 

had decided that the snow was 
getting too soft and had packed up 
and headed down the mountain. For 
me, the slopes they had been using 
had softened into perfect snow and 
by 12.30pm it was fantastic. I skied 
until 2pm, taking the piste all the way 

to the bottom of the gondola. 
The beauty of putting away my skis 

in early afternoon was that it left 
plenty of time for the other more 
summery pastimes on offer, such as 

 
relaxing by one of the swimming 
lakes, whitewater rafting, kayaking 
and sailing.On my last day, I strolled into the 

village and wandered into the Bad 
Hotel, curious to discover what Fawlty 

Towers-esque dramas might be 
behind its doors. Instead, I discovered 

an outdoor pool, opened in 1926  
and filled directly from a thermal 
spring. It was these “baths” which,  
in translation, gave the hotel its 
name. When I asked the receptionist 
if they had many British guests, she 
shrugged: “We have visitors from all 
over Europe, but none from the uK –  

I don’t know why.” I didn’t feel I 
should be the one to enlighten her.
		


Mike	Gill

Redpoint Holidays (0845 680 1214, 
www.redpoint.co.uk) offer three nights 

half-board accommodation and three 
days glacier skiing from £331 and 
return flights to Munich from £50.

“It was incredible to think  
that the ice beneath my feet  
was 120m thick and, at its 
core, over 1,000 years old”

Clockwise	from	below	left:	the	

Hintertux	Glacier;	on	the	piste;	

après-ski	Austrian	style
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As a small company, Redpoint don’t have a huge budget for advertising and rely upon word of mouth an 
carefully targeted PR to spread the word.

Free editorial
Between them, Nina and Greg have over 30 years of experience in teaching people to ski and are able to 
supply well written editorial features on a range of topics associated with ski and activity holidays. They have 
written articles which have appeared in a variety of travel publications including the Travel Magazine, Piste, 
Racer Ready and Fall Line magazines. Articles about Redpoint have also appeared in the Guardian, the 
Daily Mail Ski and Snowboard, the Times and the Express on Sunday to name but a few. 

Greg and Nina have the experience to write knowledgeably on a number of topics including:

	 Tips for learning to ski

	 Tips for taking children skiing for the first time

	 Adaptive skiing for the disabled

	 How women and men ski differently

	 Skiing on a budget

	 Summer skiing

	 Going it alone – the advantages of holidaying solo

	 The merits of an activity holiday 

	 Keeping your teenager entertained on holiday

Nina and Greg are happy to supply full editorial or to contribute
with quotes and information to any features you may be writing.

What can Redpoint do for you?
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Free press places
Each year we have a limited number of free places for members of the press. These are available to 
freelance, magazine and newspaper journalists who area able to guarantee a minimum one page article on 
the trip for an appropriate national publication. 

Austria specialists
Being exclusively based in the Ziller Valley makes Redpoint knowledgeable Austrian specialists. They have 
extensive knowledge of the ski areas, local attractions and some places a little more off the tourist trail. 
They can advise on the best places to ski and also explain why the area is such a great place to visit in the 
summer for walking, cycling and adventure activities. Not only that, but this is Greg and Nina’s home and 
their love of the region is obvious.   

The eco angle
Redpoint’s base, Fugen is an eco friendly resort, having recently switched to a heating system that uses 
waste energy from the local sawmill and bio power generation plant. 

Many of the hotels and private houses also have solar collectors on the roof for heating water. The issue of 
traffic in and out of the valley is being reviewed, with suggestions for a car free valley with compulsory use of 
the local public transport. The excellent train and bus network allows people to travel between the ski areas 
and villages by using their lift pass as a ticket, a free service which is very popular during peak seasons.

Contact Redpoint

The Ideal Marketing Company, 92 Coventry Road, Market Harborough, Leicestershire, LE16 9DA
Tel: 01858 44 55 43 | Email: redpoint@idealmarketingcompany.com

Contact PR agency
If you are a member of the press and would like to find out 
more about Redpoint, please get in touch with our PR agency 
via Helen or Alastair at the Ideal Marketing Company.


